
 

 
 

Gathering for worship on December 4,  2022 at 10:00 
a.m.  

WE ARE A MASK-POSITIVE CHURCH.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE SHARED FROM THE LECTERN.   

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming arr. Tyleen Stults 
The Faith Ringers 

THE ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING: 
On the Second Advent Sunday, we light two candles. 
We come to this season with those precious to us, 



gifts of peace God has unwrapped in our lives – 
family or friend, near or distant, living or remembered. 
We light a candle of our deepest hopes (pause, light) 
and a candle for the peace we have learned 
from one or more whom we trust. (pause, light) 
Isaiah the prophet looks to a time 
when people who walk in uncertainty 
will hold hands and walk forward 
with God’s starlight to guide. 
Emmanuel, God be with us, in the week to come. 
Touch a flame of hope and peace on the wick of our lives 
so that we may shine all around us. Amen 

*HYMN NCH 153:  Who Would Think That What Was Needed
 SCARLET RIBBONS 

SCRIPTURE READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10   
A shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. The spirit of 
the LORD shall rest on him,  
the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the 
LORD. His delight shall be in the 
fear of the LORD. He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see,  
or decide by what his ears hear;  
but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

 



The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze,  
their young shall lie down together;  
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;  
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  
as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.   

SERMON: The Difference Between Hope and Magic  
  The Rev. Dr. Virginia H. Child 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 

OFFERTORY:   Noel Nouvelet arr. Kenneth Danchik 
 The Faith Ringers 

*THE DOXOLOGYPraise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION:   
To you, O God, we offer our lives—our abundance, our 
poverty, all that we have, all that we are—a sign of our great 
thanksgiving for the treasure of your grace.  Take and use us 
for good in the world that you so love; we pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  

*HYMN NCH 102:   O How Shall I Receive You ST. THEODULPH 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & PASTORAL PRAYER 

OUR PRAYER CONCERNS 



THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father/Mother/God/Creator, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen 

*HYMN NCH 345:  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  (SEE INSERT) 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

*HYMN NCH 112:  Keep Awake, Be Always Ready WACHET AUF 

*BLESSING 

*RESPONSE 
Go out into the world in peace  
Have courage 
Hold on to what is good  
Return no one evil for evil  
Strengthen the faint-hearted  
Support the weak  
Help the suffering 
Honor all persons 
Love and serve the Lord 
Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen!  

POSTLUDE Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
arr. Jason W. Krug 

 The Faith Ringers 
 

 



Today’s Worship Leaders 
The Rev. Dr. Virginia H. Child, Interim Pastor; Shari Lucas, 

Minister of Music 

Today’s worship materials were adapted from Call to Worship 
56.1 (PCUSA) and 

“A Simple Advent Wreath Ceremony” by Maren Tirabassi 
<giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com> and an Advent Communion 

Liturgy, United Church of Canada, 2015 
 

Our Deacons, led by Bill Foster, have assembled a diverse 
collection of Nativity Scenes.  We’re using them, among other 

ways, as bulletin covers throughout Advent. 
 


