G ath e ri n g f o r wo rs hi p on N ov em be r 2 7, 202 2 at 1 0:0 0
a.m .
WE ARE A MASK POSITIVE COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE SHARED FROM THE LECTERN
ONLY.

“If we cannot end now our differences, at least we can help make
the world safe for diversity.
[Commencement Address at American University, June 10
1963]” ― John F. Kennedy
“Dominator culture has tried to keep us all afraid, to make us
choose safety instead of risk, sameness instead of diversity.
Moving through that fear, finding out what connects us, reveling in
our differences; this is the process that brings us closer, that gives
us a world of shared values, of meaningful community.”
― bell hooks, Teaching Community: A Pedagogy of Hope
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Come, Thou Almighty King
The Court Street Singers

anon.

*HYMN NCH 107 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
REJOICE, REJOICE
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
On this first Advent Sunday, we light one candle.
Each one of us comes to Advent and Christmas alone,
weary or with worry, lonely, excited, confused,
eager for old traditions or new experiences.
We light the one candle of hope, (pause, light)
reminding ourselves
we embrace a season that is different
for each one of us.
In John’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus
that we each must be born again.
Emmanuel, God be with us, in the week to come.
Ignite hope, the most personal emotion there is,
on the wick of each of our lives, so we find others. Amen

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 24:36-44

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 8 For as in
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
ANTHEM
Shepherds, Shake Off Your Drowsy Sleep
Gordon Young
The First Church Choir
SERMON

When??
The Rev. Dr. Virginia H. Child

*HYMN NCH 101

Comfort, Comfort O My People

PSALM 42

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS
OFFERTORY

Riu, Riu, Chiu
Spanish- arr. Linda Spevaek-Avery
The Treble Choir

*THE DOXOLOGYPraise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Eternal God,
as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign,
use these gifts and the gifts of our lives
to bring justice to those who are oppressed,
to set free those who are in prison,
to lift up those who are bowed down,
and to uphold those who are vulnerable. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & PASTORAL PRAYER
OUR PRAYER CONCERNS
THE PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father/Mother/God/Creator, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
*HYMN NCH 401

O God in Whom All Life Begins

*BLESSING
*RESPONSE
Go out into the world in peace
Have courage
Hold on to what is good
Return no one evil for evil
Strengthen the faint-hearted
Support the weak
Help the suffering
Honor all persons

NOEL

Love and serve the Lord
Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen!
POSTLUDE

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

Paul Manz

Today’s Worship Leaders
The Rev. Dr. Virginia H. Child, Interim Pastor; Shari Lucas,
Minister of Music
Today’s worship materials were adapted from Call to Worship
56.1 (PCUSA) and “A Simple Advent Wreath Ceremony” by
Maren Tirabassi <giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com>

Our Deacons, led by Bill Foster, have assembled a diverse
collection of Nativity Scenes. We’re using them, among other
ways, as bulletin covers throughout Advent.

