
 

 

G a t h e r i n g  f o r  w o r s h i p  o n  O c t o b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 2  a t  1 0 : 0 0  a . m .  

 

WE ARE A MASK POSITIVE COMMUNITY  

ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE SHARED FROM THE LECTERN ONLY.   

The First Church, United Church of Christ, of Middletown, Connecticut,  

acknowledges that the Wangunk peoples lived in this place before we did  

and loved and cared for this land long before us.   

We respect their presence here  

and honor the enduring relationship that exists between those people and this land. 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE:    

*GATHERING PRAYER 

On this Indigenous Peoples’ weekend, let us take a moment to recognize and remember the first peoples of 

this land. The Wangunk people were the settlers of this land.  We honor them and thank God for them.  

We recognize that it is a good gift that we can come and meet on their lands. 



Forgive us, those of us who are immigrants to and settlers in this country, for so often forgetting that we are 

guests of the First Nations people of North America.  May we and all the people who live in and visit these 

lands remember that we are guests. 

Creator, hear our prayers. 

*HYMN NCH 569:   Touch the Earth Lightly TENDERNESS 

THE RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

SCRIPTURE:   Psalm 66:1-12 

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;  

sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise.  

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!  

Because of your great power, your enemies cringe before you.  

All the earth worships you;  

they sing praises to you,  

sing praises to your name.”   

Come and see what God has done:  

he is awesome in his deeds among mortals.  

He turned the sea into dry land;  

they passed through the river on foot.  

There we rejoiced in him,  

who rules by his might forever,  

whose eyes keep watch on the nations—  

let the rebellious not exalt themselves.   

Bless our God, O peoples,  

let the sound of his praise be heard,  

who has kept us among the living,  

and has not let our feet slip.  

For you, O God, have tested us;  

you have tried us as silver is tried.  

You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs;  

you let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water;  

yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 

SERMON: Who/What Got Discovered? 

The Rev. Dr. Virginia H. Child 

*HYMN NCH 410: If You But Trust in God to Guide You NEUMARK 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 

OFFERTORY:     

*THE DOXOLOGY Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God, all creatures here below, 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION:   

Holy and Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon us and the gifts we bring 

so that we might do deeds of love, in your name, and for your sake, Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & PASTORAL PRAYER 

OUR PRAYER CONCERNS 



THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father/Mother/God/Creator,  

who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

*HYMN NCH 565: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending AUSTRIAN HYMN 

*BLESSING 

*RESPONSE 

Go out into the world in peace  

Have courage  

Hold on to what is good  

Return no one evil for evil  

Strengthen the faint-hearted  

Support the weak  

Help the suffering 

Honor all persons 

Love and serve the Lord 

Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen!  

POSTLUDE   
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Dr. Virginia H. Child, Interim Pastor; Carolyn Halsted, guest organist 

Parts of the service were developed from materials from  

the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship 

 

 
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Dave and Joan Roberts and John and Georgiana Shaw, 

parents of Andi Roberts and John Shaw. 

 

Those attending a First Church worship service in person are entering an area where photography, video, and audio recording may occur on behalf 

of First Church By entering the worship service, you consent to the non-commercial use of the resulting visual and audio records; you waive all 

rights you may have to any claims of compensation for the use of these records; you release First Church from any liability for the use of these 

records; and you waive the right to inspect or approve any of these records  

 


