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FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

CONGREGATIONAL 
190 Court Street, Middletown, CT 

firstchurchucc@sbcglobal.net 
860-346-6657 / www.firstchurchmiddletown.org 

 
Ministers, The Whole Congregation  
Minister, Reverend Julia Burkey 
Music Minister, Shari Lucas 
Minister of Youth & Families, Reverend Mahogany Thomas 
Moderator, Suzanna Barrett 
Vice Moderator, Kari Sullivan 
Treasurer, Andrea Roberts 
Clerk, Vickey Allen 
Member at Large, Dan Stefanski 
Deacon Co-Chairs, Anthony Moran & Bill Foster 
Deacon Rep. for Exec. Committee, Anthony Moran 
Trustees Rep. for Exec. Committee, Trevor Davis 
Office Manager, Kortney Balsamo 
Past Moderator, Karl Scheibe 

 
Upcoming Executive Committee Meeting Dates: 
Sunday October 20th + Sunday November 17th, 11:30 AM, Memorial Room 

 
Wish to share an announcement? 
Please send it to Kortney Balsamo, our Office Manager, 
at firstchurchucc@sbcglobal.net by Wednesday each 
week so she can include it in the weekly bulletin. 
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Note from Sabbatical Minister  
Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree 
 
Greetings, First Church! I am so very pleased to be serving 
with you for a portion of this fall while your pastor, Julia, is on 
sabbatical. I have known you as a church since at least 1980, 
have visited you as Conference Minister on several 
occasions, and now I get to know you even better! 

 
I see our time together as a way of encouraging you as a congregation in your 
leadership and ministry, in your imagining and innovating, in your care for one 
another and for the world beyond your doors that God has given you to love into a 
new way of being—a way of compassion, justice, peace and hope. I will be with 
you in pastoral leadership on Sundays with Rev. Mahogany and on Wednesday 
mornings from 10–12 to prepare for Sundays and to be available should I be 
needed for consultation. I’ll even get to preach three times! 
 
I’ll also be leading a second hour on two Sundays on how the UCC came to be the 
progressive religious movement it now is. I hope you’ll join me—I love telling the 
stories of the people whose lives shaped us over the last 400 years or so. This isn’t 
dry and dusty history, but the amazing and inspiring stories of our predecessors in 
faith—even with all their foibles and failures, I’m still astonished at the impact of 
their witness. Some of these are the stories that kept me going when the great 
majority of people around me tried to tell me women couldn’t be ministers. They 
are stories of hope and we need those these days! 
 
I’m hoping we’ll have fun together, be moved by the Spirit in worship, pray 
regularly for your pastor on her sabbatical, and hold the gospel light in the midst of 
Middletown, as you always do.  
 
--Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree 
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Fall Worship Schedule        
  
October 20th:  Access Sunday: Group Sermon by the Accessible 
to All (A2A) Team 
Second Hour: Executive Committee Meeting 
  
October 27:  Stewardship Sunday: Rev. Davida preaches 
Second Hour: Rev. Davida talks about how the UCC became 
a progressive voice Part I in Memorial Room 
Racial Justice Book Group Upper Room 
   
November 3: Rev. Mahogany preaches 
Second Hour: Part II of how UCC became a progressive voice led by Rev. Davida 
in Memorial Room 
Racial Justice Book Group Upper Room 
Second Hour: Appreciative Inquiry 
  
November 10: Dr. Andi Roberts preaches 
Andi Roberts has been a member of First Church since 2007. She sings with the 
Celebration Singers is the Treasurer. Andi teaches chemistry at Wesleyan 
University, she is the faculty mentor for the field hockey team as well as the Free 
Radicals undergraduate chemistry majors group. Since she started teaching in 
2004, she has been fortunate to have taught several thousand students who, she 
says, have taught her much more than she taught them. 
Second Hour: Rev Davida Foy Crabtree 
  
November 17: Dr. Karl Scheibe preaches 
Second Hour: Executive Committee Meeting in Memorial Room 
Racial Justice Book Group Upper Room 
  
November 24th: Reign of Christ and Thanksgiving Sunday: Rev. Davida preach, 
Rev. Julia comes back to church 
Second Hour: Appreciative Inquiry 
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Note from the Youth and Family Minister  
Rev. Mahogany Thomas 
 
 
Greetings First Church Family,  
  
I hope this note finds you well. Welcome Back!   I 
want to make you aware of all the Youth and Family 
Programming on the horizon. This upcoming 
church year is filled with amazing opportunities and 
we hope you are can be involved.  

  
We are continuing to teach the Joyful Path Curriculum in our Sunday School. As 
we move forward in this upcoming year, our Youth Gathering will continue even 
though we will not be offering a Confirmation/Initiate group this year. Instead, we 
will have programming for all youth 5th grade and up to participate in. Youth 
Gathering will include dinner, fellowship, spiritual art and biblical lessons fostering 
the importance of Community. We began on Sunday, October 13th with 
a Welcome Back Family Potluck and Kindness Rocks hosted in joint community 
with the Fellowship Committee.  
  
For now, here are some dates for your calendars:  
  
Intergenerational Worship Service: Sunday, December 15, 2019. 
First Church Choir Concert: Sunday, December 15, 2019. 
Christmas Instant Pageant: Sunday, December 22, 2019. 
  
As a team, we look forward to embracing each and every one of your youth! If you 
feel called to support us with donations, physical presence, and/or thoughts of 
encouragement we will gladly embrace them.  
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On a personal note, this upcoming academic year is my last year at Yale Divinity 
School. First Church has supported my entire theological journey here at Yale, and 
for that, I am so grateful. My official graduation date is May 18th, 2020 and of 
course you are ALL WELCOME.  
  
It is so lovely to be back and fully connected with each of you. I am so grateful to 
serve as one of your pastors. Looking forward to seeing you soon!  
  
With love and gratitude,  
Rev. Mahogany 

 
 
Wesleyan Students Join RE Team 
Six Wesleyan students will be joining our team for the Fall, and hopefully Spring, 
too. Cambria Weaver ’22, has most recently been a lead teacher and curriculum 
developer at Chimney Corners Camp, YMCA, for campers ages 8-14 and has been 
a teaching fellow for middle school students in Manchester, NH. She attended 
First Church last year and is very excited to become more involved with the church 
through Sunday School. Irene Westfall ’22 has been working this summer at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy and has extensive experience babysitting for 
young children. She sang with the Wesleyan choir here last year and loved the 
warmth of the place. In addition to nursery help, we hope to have Irene’s musical 
skills to support the children’s choir. Nia Eddy-Pina ’21 is a Cross Street Tutor and 
Woodrow Wilson School tutor and has worked for several years at a camp for 
children with special needs. In high school she worked at her church’s nursery and 
she looks forward to being in a church nursery again. Molly Scotti ’22 hails from 
Pittsburgh, where she was a leader in her Catholic church’s youth outreach 
programs, including mission trips to West Virginia.  Zainab Malik ’22 is from 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania and this past summer she was an intern in a health 
clinic. Umi Ito ’22 hails from Nairobi, Kenya and Paris, France and speaks 
Japanese, French, Spanish and English. 
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Note from the Music Minister 
Shari Lucas 
 
Hello First Church friends.  I found out in late spring 
that I need to have both hips replaced. I have had leg 
discomfort for quite a while now and am happy to 
know that it can be fixed.  I will have my left hip surgery 
on September 25. There is a six week recovery time.  I 
will return in the beginning of November.  During my 

absence the church has secured the services of Carolyn Halsted to play service 
music and Nadya Potemkina to direct the combined Celebration Singers and 
Senior Choir.  Both are excellent musicians that teach at Wesleyan.  The date of 
the second hip surgery is yet to be determined. 
 
I want to thank the Executive Committee and Personnel Committee for figuring out 
details for my absence.  This is a common surgery that I know will go well. I thank 
you all in advance for your prayers of healing and comfort while I am recovering. 
 
Peace, 
Shari 
 

Meet your Fall Music Leaders!    (for September 25 through October) 
 
Carolyn Halsted holds degrees from Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music (music history, piano 
performance) and Wesleyan University (world 
music, specializing in South Indian music and 
piano). Her principal piano teacher was 
Jeaneane Dowis, with whom she studied post 
degrees. She has taught music in Chennai (India) 
and at Eastern Connecticut State University, the 
Community Music School in Centerbrook, New 
England Music Camp, Friends Music Camp, 
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Wesleyan University, and privately. She performs frequently as soloist, 
accompanist, and chamber musician, collaborating with members of the Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra, CONCORA, and faculty and students at Central Connecticut 
State University and Wesleyan. She plays for ballet classes at Wesleyan, and has 
served as music director, organist, or guest musician in many Connecticut 
parishes. She has also written numerous piano, vocal, and choral works. 

 
Nadya Potemkina, conductor, violist, and 
educator, directs Wesleyan University 
Orchestra and Concert Choir, coaches 
chamber ensembles, teaches instrumental 
conducting and orchestral literature, and is 
the music director of Flute Fest and AD HOC 
BACH, both performance and community 
engagement initiatives. 
 

Join the First Church Choir this Fall! 
Since Shari will be away on medical leave from the end of September through 
October, we are combining the Celebration Singers and Senior Choir into one choir 
for September and October.  The choir will meet on Wednesdays from 7:30 p.m. - 
9:00 p.m. through October 30.  (FYI - The Celebration Singers will return to their 
Monday rehearsals on November 4 and the Senior Choir will return to their 
rehearsals on Wednesday, November 6.  The Heart and Hand Bells will return to 
rehearsals on Monday, November 4.) 
 
Looking ahead - Christmas Choir!  
We LOVE having people sing with our choirs for our annual Christmas 
Concert!  This year our concert is on Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m.  Join our 
Celebration Singers Christmas rehearsals beginning on Monday, November 4 at 
6:15 p.m.  Our Senior Choir Christmas rehearsals begin on Wednesday, November 
6 at 7:30 p.m.   If you are interested in trying bells, our Heart in Hand Bell Choir will 
begin Christmas rehearsals on Monday, November 4 at 7:30 p.m. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Holly Fair 2019    Saturday, December 7th 
The 2019 Holly Fair Committee is looking for Volunteers and Vendors. If you are 
planning to take a table at this year's Fair, it is 'First Come First Served. As we are 
doing more advanced Publicity, we will need photos of your sample items as soon 
as possible. We also need everyone to pass the word of the Fair on Social Media 
and to hand out and post flyers. If you have questions, please contact Bill Foster at 
whfoster@snet.net. Together we can make this Holly Fair the best ever! 
 

 
LGBTQIA+ Ministries Update 
Thank you to everyone from First Church who walked with us or 
helped out at our table for Middletown Pride back in June. Thank 
you so much to our Chair Anthony Moran and to Vickey Allen for all 

their assistance in facilitating a wonderful day! The Ministries Team hosts a 
LGBTQIA+ Potluck Social on the second Wednesday of every Month and a 
Bisexual+ Discussion Group on the fourth Wednesday of every Month. The Team 
would like to hear from you about what type of LGBTQIA+ friendly events or 
activities that we could hold or in conjunction with our awesome friends on 
Fellowship. Send your suggestions and comments to Anthony Moran at 
firstchurchlgbtucc@gmail.com. 
 
 
Talking Theology: Conversation Over Coffee!  
Join First Church the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30 pm 
for Talking Theology: Conversation Over Coffee! We meet at 
Perk on Main (in Main Street Market) for discussion about the 
divine and religious beliefs. This is open to all, so invite your friends! Contact Casey 
Russo (writetocasey@gmail.com) or Vickey Allen (vickey.allen@gmail.com) for 
more info. Topics so far have included "Who (or what) do you think God is (or 
isn't)?" and "What does it mean to have a relationship with God?" 
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Racial Justice Team              
Announcing the First Church Racial Justice Team! At the July 18 
Executive Committee, the Racial Justice Team was officially 
“blessed in” as a new team. Formerly identified as the Truth and 
Reconciliation Committee, the name change reflects the evolving 
commitment of the members of this committee to carry out the charge that was 
publicly stated at the 350th Anniversary “to bring racial healing within and beyond 
the walls of First Church.” 
 
The Racial Justice Team has been active in the following endeavors: 
 
In May, First Church opened its sanctuary for the performance of the play, Day of 
Tears. The play is based on the book by Julius Lester and adapted for the stage by 
Laurie Maria Cabral. The actors brought to life the story of the largest auction of 
enslaved people in American history in Savannah, Georgia on March 2 and 3, 
1859. The audience listened to the story unfold from the perspectives of the 
enslaved Africans and their owners. A question and answer period between the 
cast and the audience after the performance revealed the depth of the impact the 
painful story had upon everyone who attended. 
 

On August 17, over 20 people 
attended our “Dissolving White 
Fragility Through Laughter” potluck 
and video event. Attendees viewed 
short video clips from comedians 
who are people of color. By 
lowering our defenses (white 
fragility) through humor, we were 
able to enter into helpful 
discussions around racism 
following each skit. The Racial 

Justice Team looks forward to presenting more of these potluck and video nights. 
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On August 25th, the Racial Justice Team joined other concerned members of First 
Church on the front steps at 3:00 pm to toll the church's bells to commemorate 400 
years of African American history and culture in our country that began on this 
date in 1619 when the first slave ships arrived in Southern Virginia carrying people 
from Africa. Following the ringing of the bells, the group prayed and sang “We 
Shall Overcome.” 
 
The Racial Justice Team continues to offer twice-monthly book discussions on 
topics around race. We have read Robin DiAngelo's White Fragility: Why It's So 
Hard for White People to Talk About Racism and So You Want to Talk About Race, 
by Ijeoma Oluo. If you'd like to join us for the next book, or to get an overview, 
contact Ann Percival (atpercival@aol.com) or Susan Nathiel (suzenn@aol.com). 
 
At noon on September 28th, the Racial Justice Team and other members of First 
Church attended the installation of a historical marker in Middletown at the 
Connecticut River as part of the Middle Passage Ceremonies and Port Markers 
Project (MPCPMP). This marker “honors the two million captive Africans who 
perished during the transatlantic crossing known as the Middle Passage and the 
ten million who survived to build the Americas.”  
 
The Racial Justice Team is exploring a variety of projects and activities to further 
our aim of bringing racial healing within and beyond our walls. Some of these are: 

• hosting a panel discussion about race with invited panelists composed of 
people of color     

• additional potluck/movie nights focused on issues of white fragility and 
racism 

• encouraging and supporting youth-led anti-racism activities      
• hosting a Microagression Awareness/ Respectful Language workshop 
• Spearheading a Black History Month Celebration      
• and more! 
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Deacons Update 
The Board of Deacons consists of: 
 
Bill Foster and Anthony Moran, Co-Chair 
Anthony Moran, Executive Committee Representative 
Cory Cullen, Deacon Board Secretary 
Linda Choser and Julie Hurlburt, Deacon Care Team Co-Leaders 
Kevin Finefrock    
David Hickcox    
Lori Orend     
Dionne Raines 
 
While Julia is away for part two of her sabbatical, Linda and Julie will be available 
to assist with any pastoral care needs. We are very happy to be bringing back the 
Junior Deacon Program! If your child or youth is interested please see or email 
Anthony Moran at arjmoran@gmail.com for the application paperwork. Please feel 
free to speak to one of our nine Deacons if you have any concerns about anything 
happening in worship services. 
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Fellowship  
Kicks-off Summer with a BANG!  
The Firs t Church Fellowship Committee 
reconvened this summer and took off with a 
BANG! With our first outing on the hill 
overlooking the Connecticut River for the 
Middletown Fourth of July celebration 
Fireworks!  We were blessed with an 
amazing, beautiful sky of pinks, yellows and 
beautiful fluffy clouds as the warm-up to the 
main event – the fireworks!  A day of sun and 
sun at the beach followed by ice cream took 
place in July.  The end of summer brought a 
lovely evening cookout at the home of 
Campbell, Suzanna, Hugh, Chris and Silas 
Barrett.  A delicious meal was shared as well 
as backyard games and s’mores over the fire 
pit.  
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Morning Walk at Highlawn Forest Trail 
October 26th  Highlawn Forest Trail   9 a.m.  Join us for a morning walk.  Suitable 
for all ages. All are invited. Parking is at the Connecticut Forest and Park 
headquarters on Washington Street/Rte 66 in Rockfall.  

 

 
 
 
Parking is at 
CFPA on Rte 66 
just before 
Ballfall Road 
when heading 
south. 

 
Potluck Dinners   

We had our first dinner on October 13, and following this potluck dinners will be on 

the SECOND TUESDAY of each month from 5:30 to 7 p.m.  Each month there 

will also be an activity to do together – games, arts, sing-along.  If you have ideas, 
please let Fellowship know! 

 

Keep In Touch 
Don’t forget to follow the First Church Fellowship Facebook Page to keep up on 
events, announcements and other activities. Fellowship Team Members:  Suzanna 
Barrett, Cory Cullen, Brian Custer, Heather Kennedy, Karl Sheibe, and Kari Sullivan. 
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2020 First Church Women’s Retreat   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE   February 7-8-9, Silver Lake Conference Center in Sharon, CT 
 
Our Theme: A Crowded Table, exploring table theology, the ritual of communion, 
the history of Christians meeting over shared meals. 

I want a house with a crowded table 
And a place by the fire for everyone 
Let us take on the world while we're young and able 
And bring us back together when the day is done 
--from “A Crowded Table” by the Highwomen 

 
Registration will open in November. Scholarships available. For more information 
contact Suzanna Barrett at stamminen@wesleyan.edu 
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Day of Healing 

 
Hello Everyone, 
 
Here are photos from the Sunday, August 25th Day of Healing to recognize and 
honor the lives of enslaved African Americans who were forcibly brought to the US 
400 years ago, in 1619. 
 
First Church and South Church of Middletown participated with other churches 
around the country to actively engage in racial justice work and to dismantle the 
systemic racism born of the vicious, dehumanizing institution of chattel slavery. 
  
In our Commemoration Ceremony, we rang the church bell at 3:00pm. We rang 
the bell forty times (10 times for each of the 4 centuries). 
 
I ( Dionne Raines) gave a Welcome, Opening Prayer, and read from the press 
release from the Episcopal Church Diocese of Southern Virginia- which explained 
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the purpose behind our event. The group sang "We Shall Overcome". Linda 
Choser gave the Closing Prayer. 
   
Several of the parishioners said, "I marched for civil rights in the sixties. I didn't 
think I would still have to do this. But, I do!" Beverly Towns, Bill and Melissa 
Roberts, and Steve Krevisky seconded that sentiment. 
 
Although they could not be there in person, several church members expressed 
their solidarity and support to racial justice. 
 
Thank you to everyone who showed and in body or spirit! 
 
With warmest regards, 
Dionne 
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Name Tags 
A place for everything, everything in its 
place!  -Benjamin Franklin 
Our name badges have a new 
home!  Thank you to Brian Custer for 
building two beautiful cabinets for 
storage of the badges.  The cabinets are 
located in the narthex and the interior 
hallway leading to the sanctuary.   
All members are encouraged to wear 
their name badges for church and other 
events.  
 

 

 

 

Hallway nametag cabinet 

 

Coffee Hours Fall 2019 

This year a different ministry team is hosting each month. You can sign up on 
SignUp Genius or by emailing firstchurchucc@sbcglobal.net   For assistance with 
coffee hour, feel free to ask a member of the Fellowship Team. There are 
directions for coffee hour posted in the kitchen. 
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